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Thesis and Support 4 5 
Reasoning and Analysis 5 5 
Organization and Structure 5 4 
Grammar and Style 5 5 
AVERAGE SCORE  5 5 

 

The essay is independently and carefully scored by two SAT Essay Readers on a scale from 1 to 6, according 

to the College Board’s SAT Essay Scoring Guide. These readers’ scores are combined to produce the 2-12 

scale. Note that the two readers are randomly selected from a pool of 39 Official College Board SAT Essay 

Readers, who have extensive experience scoring SAT essays. 

Score 6: Responses at this score point demonstrate effective skill in writing an argumentative essay. 

Score 5: Responses at this score point demonstrate well-developed skill in writing an argumentative essay. 

Score 4: Responses at this score point demonstrate adequate skill in writing an argumentative essay. 

Score 3: Responses at this score point demonstrate some developing skill in writing an argumentative essay. 

Score 2: Responses at this score point demonstrate weak or inconsistent skill in writing an argumentative essay. 

Score 1: Responses at this score point demonstrate little or no skill in writing an argumentative essay. 

 
 

http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/sat-reasoning/scores/essay/guide
https://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/sat-reasoning/scores/essay/qualifications
https://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/sat-reasoning/scores/essay/qualifications
https://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/sat-reasoning/scores/essay/qualifications


 
 
 
 
Essay Prompt 

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment below.  

1 

Public opinion — the sum of the attitudes or beliefs held by a majority of the population—is primarily 

expressed through the media or public opinion polls. Leaders and politicians are often swayed by it, 

believing that public opinion is everything. Yet true leaders should not listen to what the public thinks; 

they should follow their own convictions, whether or not the majority of their fellow citizens agree 

with them. 

ASSIGNMENT: Should leaders follow their own convictions or submit to public opinion? Plan and write an 

essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and 

examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations. 

Note: The prompt was taken from the May 2014 administration of the SAT. 
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IMPORTANT: USE A NO. 2 PENCIL. DO NOT WRITE OUTSIDE THE BORDER! 

Words written outside the essay box or written in ink WILL NOT APPEAR in the copy 
sent to be scored, and your score will be affected. 

• 

- Begin your essay on this page. If you need more space, continue on the next page.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

OflJAlnn) .. pe.04>\e : "' powlf SIAQ1dd. 5w.ml\� -fplto,u �'y O\A)"III. b,,foh , B1 ad.hi�
�Y Dv>V\ CDvwiob'rmci, auA:lao-v\h4 +i'S'YU C(l». pi-e.s.e+J- -h> �oc.tehf wW-- p�'?d 
� &r o:H-u: em$ bo..v,.1, "'-"' �k 3� plA1\� � o·fitJo �awM:e-: i0:t �� 
drt,IAMOOMo f"wA,�\u -\:Li\Qt $•>-Pt"A: fv\¥ :H:ut:3 V'll� :fu>M. dM>s,, ..fl:M.> -b 

-�� c� in ±h« SnlYl#) c;w,-..,s IN;,t,a :£.c� QN.,\S ow� O�\a,)nu l ,sv..ccess: M'(

� beJkc <l¢WewA. Af::\:be e-xpQ:1hM,, :Aw /dab,-,.-.,, >AA LJhMI} !':'.'fMhJ,Jed :l:W:: 
�k«,QJ,t ±e.9.M Ix M.ort mcial\'I ,!ive:cifie.J. aHt.r: i+- reeud �ak'tt,A,t ctt:
soaal iV}jwu:btt o.vJ s:� b� libc-rtJ wwl wf;&t,. � :\+,. :tC&A �u 

{C6P:t1,. 1soo"'4-J � G,,M� �k� \>ul-,\:z: 'k\ A:io.baM4 �ov..ht.,�> 
G,o,.ok. 'f>aON- "'-'M k:.wA'lnM lb �tS �oJ &t Mll,� Cln �re +Qd?\:hal.l .LeAH\

:tk ,�ta.us WQY\ d:k Ato..bAMA CM«Y:f)'rooa�S- ll,\� e.xOJA.elt. SM\>)s: MN le.au

CCnact, Bonea,) �v!!lc3 S�"t follow ±k&v o-w\i\ c.&¥tv)tl,� heL£UM:L :lht. 

s� pt.th\� 1� 6� lo.Ja� 1;H b.wle�t- +o M.A!CL. csm;.J dw\1'H4!, �
sbc,wed bo,e> ttw>1cjh" !&� ab;LJ/ ot: ±<hM& i I'.\. .rt� ±b«< +w..e. pdwb'll 1 41.t !k 
f4-'(f,Ca 0AJ a,ol:11.� o� \A,.'} V\tyJ 1 t\ wt\tt\j fu :leu, 0. hµy 43� '4Mi:, l@M 
Q.M �- to �oclertr' th?W :\:k. p 1M2l,c. """�J/\a \o,v \o,,\;·wl ()..s iMfC\��blL 

Page 2 

•• •• • • • • • • • ••

Continue on the next page, if necessary. 
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